
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Stingless Bee Tetragonula iridipennis (S: kanawa) 

 Stingless bees, as the name implies, are bees 
without stings. Three species of these tiny bees are 
reported from Sri Lanka, one being endemic. The 
commonest, and widely distributed, species is T. 
iridipennis. I have had a colony of them in my garage 
for many years, and they have set up little satellite 
colonies all over my garden, over the years. Bees 
from one of the smaller colonies are often seen 
collecting pollen from the white flowers of a water 
plant in my pond, that is near their nest. 

 

 

 T. iridipennis builds its nests in crevices of 
wooden structures, or stone-built walls. The 
entrance tube is built of soil particles cemented with 
resin, and characteristically has a circular opening. 
The resin is a plant exudate; a substance that 
hardens after a while, and also possesses anti-
microbial properties. The entrance tube is smeared 
with resin to deter invading predators—and often 
ringed with guard bees to repel boarders, as seen in 
the images. 

 Stingless bees produce small quantities of honey 
 honey that can be collected, and is touted as having 
medicinal properties. 
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T. iridipennis bees collecting pollen. The 
pollen is carried by them on the bristles 

of their last pair of legs. 

Entrance tube of a satellite nest 

The oldest nest in my garden 
is attached to a crevice in a 
wooden door post. The 
entrance tube has elongated 
over the years and is now 15 
cm long and 2 cm in 
diameter. Satellite nests 
have been built in numerous 
crevices in stone walls. 
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